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Sarah Jones

Summary

Sarah Jones was a former Dixie Heights High School educator and a Beng-Gal charged
with having sexual intercourse with an underage student. She was able to avoid serving a jail
term after pleading guilty to the offense. Jones was 26-year involving herself sexually with a 17-
year-old kid, therefore, committing first-degree sexual abuse (Fox19, 2012). Additionally, she
illegally used electronics to persuade a minor to engage in sexual or other forbidden acts way
back in March 2012. Therefore, Jones's actions were followed by severe consequences that
included barring her from practicing as a teacher and a coach for her entire lifetime. However,
these were the outcomes of her pleading guilty to the offenses. Also, she was not going to serve
any jail time. Furthermore, Jones's mum admitted tampering with evidence by telling the
offended teen to get rid of his phone so that the investigators could not find anything against her

daughter (Fox19,2012).
Type of Sex Offender

Child sexual abuse is whereby an individual uses persuasive tactics or force especially
when the victim is below the age of 18. Also, it occurs when the age difference between the
offender and the victim is at least 5 years (Harper & Hogue, 2015). According to the definition
above, Sarah Jones falls under a child sexual abuser category. She used persuasive tactics on the
victim through text messages that lead to the offense. Sarah developed a relationship with her
student and then manipulated him into having sex with her. Commonly, this is considered one of
the most significant damaging components in child sexual abuse. Thus, Sarah's notion that this

act was mutual and acceptable was wrong and she should not have been that naive.




Society and Criminal Justice

From how society operates female sex offenders are punished lightly compared to male sex
offenders despite having a high likelihood to be involved in strangers as well as male sexual
assault. Male sex offenders get more attention compared to their female counterparts due to the
perception that men are strong and masculine hence cannot be easily sexually assaulted (Harper
& Hogue, 2015). However, this is not the case. Most men try not to bring up such issues since
they feel they will be regarded as weak. This also applies to the criminal justice system having
common cases of assault recorded involve more men than women. Therefore, most judges would
charge men harshly compared to women turning out to be unfair to male sex offenders. Thus,
there should be a balance in ruling against both male and female sex offenders because both
commit similar offenses. Often female abusers are slightly handled compared to their male

counterparts in society (Ilea, 2018).

Possible Harm

Sarah Jones was harming the kid's entire life more so dealing with the trauma of being
abused. This might not be the case at first but as time goes by the 17-year-old would start
experiencing the effects (Ilea, 2018). Being associated with an older woman in society is mostly
considered a taboo and once he realizes this, it would affect him mentally. Also, the fact that a
sex offender can walk free and only restricted from practicing coaching and teaching may lure
more female sex offenders in committing the crime as they will end up walking scot free. As a
result, the reputation of females will get damaged in the process despite being considered
harmless. Again, parents may lose trust, become concerned and fear female teachers trying to

prevent such an event from happening again (Ilea, 2018).
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